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Coity of Fitehbusy, ;, . April 21, 2020

Regular Meeting

For the Record

Public Forum

Records

The regular meetlng of the Clty Council of the Clty of " Fltchburg

- was held over the Zoom meeting platform. and llve streamed at -

FATV Studlos, Fitchburg, on April. 21, 2020. The meeting was ‘
called to order by President- Mlchael Kushmerek at 7:12 P.M. "The -

Clerk stated the names of the Counc1llors who have logged in and -
V'eleven (11) Counc1llors were present The meeting opened w1th a
" salute to the Flag led by Councillor Van Hazinga.

Motion made by Counc1llor Zarrella regarding the Counc1l Rules

pertaining to remote part1c1patlon, 2/3 roll call votes requlred

passed by unanimous vote. ll members- present Board consists
of 11 members. .

Noted'for the.record:

"
.

FATV was‘recording the\audio and‘yideo'of the meeting.

' PUBLIC FORUM

The followxng statement was issued for anyone w1sh1ng to

*part101pate the Public Forum:

The publlc is cordlally 1nv1ted to part1c1pate in the Clty
Council Meeting of Aprll 21st (7:00 PM) via the Zoom Meetlng

platform. .
Register in advance for the Public Comments or Publlc Hearlng

‘portion of the Agenda by g01ng to:

https://zoom. us/weblnar/reglster/6615868099595/WN RN850ma2RMKC— »

- 65XYddPzw

A welcome email and further details will be sent to you. once
your registration has been validated. .

Alternatlvely, comments of not more than two (2 mlnutes may be
sent to the City Clerk’s Office by NOON on Aprll 21, 2020 by '
calling 978-829-1820 or via email at: c1tyclerk@f1tchburma gov.
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'REéORT OF COMMITTEE ON' RECORDS

The Committee on records reported the mlnutes of the Regular

.Meeting of April 7, 2020, were correctly recorded : Report
-accepted and minutes adopted.
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-Re-Appointment

His Honor the. Mayor Letters

| - Re- Appo:Ln_tment Letters

1. "'Mr Calvir'l Brooks,. as Clty Audltor and Flnance Dlrector, for
. a term to’ explre May 1, 2023 - :

D
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~ Apiil 14, 2020

B The‘.Honorable City Cpuncil'
‘Fitchburg Municipal Offices
166 Boulder Drive, Suite 108
Fitchburg, MA 01420

v ; Dear Honorable Councﬂors

: I hereby reappomt and ask for your confirmatron of Mr. Calvin Brooks of 147 Elm_Street Gardner MA,
- as C1ty Audxtor and Finance D1rector fora term. set to expire on May 1, 2023

Thank you for your attention to th1s 1mportant matter ' : - .

Sincerely

a -Step‘_enL D1Natale
Mayor
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‘Mayor
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Letters

2 Ms. Anne M. Cervantes, as Clty Treasurer and Tax Collector, .
for a term to expire May 1 2023

 FEHBURS CITY. SLERK
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| STEPHEN L.DINATALE .~ : 3 .. AARONTOURIGNY
" MAYOR : o © CHIEF OF STAFF _
" 166 BOULDER bRIVE- _ o L \ . ' ATOURIGNY@FITCHBURGMA.GOV
'FITCHBURG,MA 01420 = o ‘ . JOANDAVID
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. April 14,2020
The Honorable City Council -~ ‘ - |
Fitchburg Municipal Offices o Lt —
166 Boulder. Drive, Suite 108 '
Fltchburg, MA 01420 - -

De'ér anorab’le‘ CounCilors '

I hereby reappomt and ask for your confirmatlon of Ms Anne M. Cérvantes of 106 Green Bnar Rd., Fltchburg,
: as City Treasurer and Tax Collector, for a term set to expire on May 1,2023. :

_Thank you for your attentmn to .thiS' importan_t matter.
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: - App01ntment "Letters
‘1. Ms. Senov1a Bolivar, as a member of the Human nghts
Commission, term to expire May 1, 2023.

BURe *"“lt‘{ %Lmﬁ

2@2{3@?& 16 AHIO: 19
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: STEPHEN L. DINATALE o S ’ , ~ AARON TOURIGNY
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April 16,2020 -

The Honorable City Council .
Fitchburg Municipal Offices’

- 166 Boulder Drive, Suite 108

- Fitchburg, MA 01420

Dear Honorétble Councilofs

I hereby appomt and ask for your con:ﬁrmatlon of M. Senov1a Bohvar of 20 Wmthrop St. _Fltchburg,
asa member of the Human Rights Commlssmn for a term set to expire on May 1, 2023

Please feel free to contact me wu:h any questxons

; ‘StephenL D1Natale
. Mayor -

Communication
His Honor the
Mayor
Appointment
Letters
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Communication

His Honor the
Mayor
Appointment
Letters

2. Mr. John Zarrella, as a member of the ‘Bé‘evrdwof_”L:'_L'cense
Commissioners, term to expire. January _1,, 2026. -

| FTCHEGRE CITY GLERK

- % mamfs A*ﬂ{} 3%
OFFICE OF THE MAYOR J

STEPHEN L. DINATALE . - o o ' AARON TOURIGNY
MAYOR E S ' - : CHIEF OF STAFF
- 166 BOULDER DRIVE . E « . ‘ P . - . ' ‘ ATQQRI?NY@FITCHBURGMA.GOV
FITCHBURG, MA01420 . - : R : ’ R ‘ - JOAN DAVID
TEL. (978) 829-1801 S . . ADMINISTRATIVE AIDE
L ' IDAVID@FITCHBURGMA.GOV
April- 16,2020
* The Honorable City Council
-~ Fitchburg Municipal Offices
© 166 Boulder Drive, Suite 108
F1tchburg, MA 01420 N

Dear Honorable Councllors, : .l S

I hereby appomt and ask for your conﬁrmatlon of Mr. John Zarrella of 371 Wannoosnoc Road F 1tchburg,
to the Board of’ Llcense Comm1ss1oners for a term set. to explre on January 1, 2026

S Please feel free to contact me Wlth any questlons

y _Sfep" L. ‘DiN_atale
Mayor- '

Appo:Lntments read and referred to the Appo:Lntments Comm1ttee
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Communication
1Calvin D. Brooks

City Treasurer

COMbm'NICATION S
Calv1n D. Brooks, City- Treasurer
: Re' Covid-19 Emergency

i--':‘;i;'__|t; of Frtchburg

166 Boulder Drlve Suute 108 3 >
L BTSSR N A
Fltchburg, Massachusetts 01420 B ﬁ?{@ﬁ@%‘“@ Uﬁy "%mﬁ

Py

folce of the Crty Audltor/Flnance Director 228 APR 16 kK ®: 53 |

| SR  Tel 678:829-1840 + Fax: 978-829-1961 L
Calvin . Brooks S ' . : v . Jacquelyn M. Cronin
City: Audrtor/Fmance Dlrector : o o - _ , D’ep'uty City ‘Auditor

: C _ April 16,2020
President Michael Kushrmerek o
* and City Councilors -
166 Boulder Drive
" Fitchburg, MA 01420

Re: City Finances
D‘ear Mr. P"'resident an'd Coun-ci'lors:

. We are a month into the current Covrd 19 state of emergency, and | would like to report
~“on how the ity is: domg fmancrally In my oplnron, the city will finish the current fiscal '
year above water but will have to carefully manage the next fiscal year aswe return to
a new normal

A 'Unl|ke earller dlsasters or efriergencies when we would spend money qUICk|y and ina’
- finite amount of time; this- emergency declaration will require spending over a long
- period of time: For the current fiscal year, | expect“that ‘much of the. additional expenses
the city is'incurring wrll be reimbursed- at 75% by FEMA or some other agency. Some
revenues will-not meet estimates because of delays in tax.due dates, less economic
activity, and the. closmg of ¢ity hall to the public. However, because of the revente
cushion available in landflll tipping. fees the cuty should meét its revenue budget.

Some departments are or will soon be overspendlng thelr budgets These deficits w1ll be
met in one of two, ways Either: expenses will be reclassified to grants or City Council will
be asked to: approprlate avallable funds to cover the deficit.
For example, the Purchasmg Department is makmg bulk purchases of personal _
protection. equipment and sanitizing ‘material to be used by all city departments. Rather
than try to allocate those ¢tosts to each department the Purchasing Department will pay
for these purchases Since their expense budget is only $4,000 for the fiscal year, they

will likely go over budget. leen the expectation that grant funds will be available to .
cover extraordinary costs, much of theé amount over budget will be moved to the grant.
If there'i is still a need for, funds, then a money order will be sent to City Council.

_
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Communication o - o , !
Calvin D. Brooks | = ' '
City Treasurer o

’ : _ By the end of May we should have.a pretty good idea about where the departments .
//”\ T ... . stand flnanCIaIIy, what accounting néeds: to be'done,.and what money orders need to be -
\ ' ! drafted. We are still trymg to digest the financial ramrflcatlons of the CARES Act, the
FFCRA, and the state’s Covid-19 Act, while at the same time maintaining city services.
~The next couple of weeks will detérmine whether our outlook is clearing or still foggy

"Even if life moves to a new normal on July 1St the FY2021 budget will be affected
éspecially in revenue, Great Wolf Lodge is the only : source of hotel excise tax and is
currently closed. It generates about $100,000. per month in. crty revenue Because
payment to the city of the hotel excrse tax lags one quarter, the impatct of its closmg erI
be felt prlmarlly next flscal year and when it does- reopen, there may be a delay in‘its

3 gettmg back to’ generatmg the hotel excnse tax revenue at the rate‘it did before. Also

-affected by this emergency wrll be revenue estlr’qates for permits, motor vehicle excnse

" taxes, and investment income (the current Fed rate IS at or near 0%)

The state is also reexammlng its revenue prOJectlons for next year, expectmg them to be
 less. If a hew projection leads to lower state aid t6 Fltchburg, then the city will have to
‘ determme lfthat reductlon is. Iong term and réact accordmgly

if the e'me‘_"r'ge'ncy is sti‘ll in place ne'xt fi's'cal-y"e_ar, -th-er'e will be continued added costs; if

the-emergenay is over, there will be residual costs. For example, more employees may -
choose to sell back vacation or personal time that they were unable to use because of

the emergency.

Over the next few weeks, the Fmance Team will be worklng on an FY2021 budget for
presentatron to City Counc:l '

N R _ Fmally, for the past few Clty Councrl meetlngs we have trled to submlt only money

) ‘ ‘ orders that were critical to the: emergency work being done | w0uld like to thank Clty
Council for suspendlng the rules.and actlng on these critical orders We live in.
interesting times, and the last thlng someone on the front lines needs is admlmstratlve _
challenges; delays, and roadblocks

~ Ifyou have any questions on these matters, pledse do not he"sita'te to contact me. Thank
you. _ : 4 | b _

‘Sincerely,

~ Calvin D. Brooks
City Auditor

~ Cc: Mayor Stephen L. DiNatale

\Communlcatlon read and placed on file 1n the Clty Cﬁerk’
Offlce : _ A ‘

o o o e ot e o e o i e e o o o o e
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REPORTS OF COMMITTEES

;Epointments Committee Oral Report

o Meetlng of April 21, 2020

The App01ntments Commlttee recommended the follow1ng
App01ntments be conflrmed :

.. New App01ntments _

“Fitchburg State Unlver51ty Pollce Offlcers :
As Special Police Officers for the Clty of Fltchburg

Emily J. Ramos, : :

‘Wllllam T. Bonzcar

Jonathan A. Francis

Nicholas J. McLaughlin

Cameron McCusker :

New Appo;ntment o
(Held from March - 17 2020)
".Zoning Board of Appeals ;
(Term to. explre March ™1, 2025)
Mr. Brian Gallagher

,Report'accepted App01ntments confirmed by roll call vote of 1l

~in favor and 0 opposed 11 members present. Board cons1sts of
11 members

-Clty Property Commlttee Oral Report

'Meetlng of April 21 2020

The Clty Property Commlttee recommended the follow1ng Orders be
held Ain COmmlttee~ :

-'041—20. UORDERED THAT: The Mayor‘is»authorized.to'execute the

Lease (to be supplled) relative:to AKS Recycling,'Inc.

‘s042—20} ' ORDERED_THAT: The Mayor 'is authorized to execute the
; - " Host Agreement (to be supplied) relative to AKS '
_Recycllng, Inc. - C ' '

Report accepted Orders held in Committee by roll call vote of
11 in favor and 0O opposed 11 members present. Board con51sts-
of ll members. - '

The Clty Property Committee: recommended the follow1ng Petition -
- be held in Commlttee '

046—20; : Councillors Marisa Fleming and Marcus DiNatale, to
declare Ethier Street 'a Public Way.

Report accepted. Petltlon held in Committee by roll call: vote
-~ of 11 in favor and 0° opposed.’ 11 members present. Board
~ consists of ll\members_

Reports of

Committees
Appointments
Committee
Oral Report

City Property
Committee
Oral Report
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Reportsitof
Committees -
City Property
Committee
Oral Report

'The Clty Property Commlttee recommended the follow1ng Orders be

"adopted

099-20. h dRDERED-THAT?' Authorizing the Mayor to execute and

' - accept the request for proposal from H & G Financial,
LLC,. regarding 104 Danlels Street as, outllned in the
‘enclosed: Order.. : _ : :

: WHEREAS the Crty has 1ssued Request for Proposals regardmg 104 Damel Street

'WHEREAS ‘104 Daniel Street i isa mrxed-use buﬂdmg wrth retall on the first ﬂoor a.nd four umts

) of housmg on the secon_ ‘floor;

, WHEREAS the second request for proposal was responded i) by H& G Fmanc1a1 LLC

' WHEREAS the proposal mdrcated that they Would purchase the’ property for $40, 000 00 and

: convert the retarl space mto four :ﬁrst ﬂoor parkmg spaceS' ‘

' AWHEREAS the proposal Was Su orted by documentatron mcludmg an arch1tect’s rewew of the "

pI'OJ ject and documentatroﬂ eVIdenj mg the proposers ﬁnancmg, ‘

| 'WHEREAS the proposal has been d1rected to complete a F¢ orm of Intent to. ensure that approvals E
~can be obtamed from the Buﬂdmg Department for this type of use, and '

. NOW WHEREFORE IT IS ORDERED and voted that the Honorable Mayor Stephen L D1N atale‘
_is Hereby authonzed on behalf of the City of F 1tchburg to execute and accept the Tesponse to the
- Request for Proposal and to'sign any and all documents and to take any and all other acts necessary,
* convenient and helpful to facilitate the transfer of the property t6 H & G Financial, LL.C, on terms
‘ 3 consistent wrth or substantraﬂy similar to that of the response to the Request for Proposal '
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N

Authorizing the Mayor to execute and
accept the request for proposal‘f;om‘Via‘Y.Radg
Investments, LLC, regarding 19O;R1ver_Street as
outlined in the enclosed -Order. _ _

100-20.  ORDERED THAT: .

- PTCHEURS CATY &% o

-Reports of
Committees
City Property '
Committee
Oral Report

" in Gy Counell M0 APR =2 AMII: L6

WH EREAS, .thé City has :_izss"il_e_d Request for PIOPOSalS<regardi;1g 190 River Street:

<

WHE REAS, 190 River S'lIeet is a vacant lot fdlov?ing.ﬂie demolition ofa home;

| WHEREAS’ thf?-.s‘??éﬁd:i'eql_’le:_st-)f()r P f@bbéa_.f was resﬁonde& to by Via Y 'Ra&a.'Iﬁv‘estmen'ts, iLC;

' WHEREAS, the proposal indicated that they would purchase the property for $15,000.00 and
convert thie property 0 build a retail space to sell flooring; -~ . ¢ . .

¢ WHEREAS, the proposer owns the property adjacent to the lot (side and rear) and the proposal
- 'was supplemented with a sité plan of the proposed use; and =~ - '
: NOW WHER.EFORE ITIS ORDERED and voted that the Honorable Mayor Stephen L. DiNatale
. 18 hereby authorized on behalf of the City of Fitchburg to execute and accept the response to the
) Regu_e_s:c for Proposal and to sign any and all documents and'to take any and all other acts necessary
‘convenient and helpful to facilitate the transfer of the property to Vida-Y.Radai'ﬁi’f{'rés:ﬁiféﬁ{éﬁ}nc:-
on terms consistent with or substantially similar to that of the response to the Request for Proposai. :

Report accepted. . Orders adopted by roll call vote of 11 in -

favor and 0 opposed. 11 members present. Board consists of 11
members. o ‘ ’ ' K :
Orders signed by the Mayor April 22, 2020.
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Committees
Planning Board

‘?lannlng Board

‘Meeting of February 11 2020

The Plannlng Board recommended the follow1ng Petltlon be’
'granted :

O46—20;f- Counc1llors Marlsa Flemlng and Marcus DlNatale, to

declare Ethier Street a Public Way

fgj
_CITY OF FITCHBURG e eie i ;g1s)gg§gggl
PLANNING BOARD Do o F
b S . .(978_) §29-1965 -
' - 166.BOULDER.DRIVE ) | URAX
FITCHBURG, MASSACHUSETTS.01420 - T
 DATE: © Mareh 12,2020° - %
CoT0: CltyCouncll e % %
o leVC|erk AT T | -
' .’FR’O"M& Paula Caron Chalr, ? ”0'11 S o :é
R Fltchburg Planmng Board‘ hod LN :‘
g ~ LR .2
| SUBJECT Petition #46:2020 @ A

- To accept Ethler Street es a Pubhc Way S o

Atits February 11, 2020 meetmg the F|tchburg Plannmg Board voted 6-0i in favor of the

. above-noted petmon }o accept the rest of Ethier. Street asa Pubhc Way prowded all the
" requured paperwork (deeds etc ) have: been submltted )

Report accepted 11 members present. . Board consists of 11.
members ' T T - - o
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. 064-20.  Unitil,

Fltchburg Gas and Electrlc nght Company, . to
to construct and use a line for 2 new proposed pole
,-1ocataons on Valley Street,

approximately 1200’ west '
of Canton Street as outllned in the enclosed petition.

CITY CCERK

(Petrtlon for Ongmal Pole Locatlon)

Fltchburg, MA February 14 2020
To the City Council of the C1ty of Fltchburg . o

Umtll a company mcorporated under the laWS of the Commonwealth for the transmlssmn of electnc1ty
for lighting, heating and power, respectfully ask permission to construct and use a line for such

transmission, with the poles and other ﬁxtures necessary to sustam and protect its wires, upon and along
the pubhc ways i in said City as: follows

VALLEY ST Approxmately 1200’ West of Canton St 2 proposed new pole locatrons as shown on
pole petltton See attached sketch. (Plan No 3451-L)

And to-this end your Honorable Board is hereby requested after due notice and a pubhc hearmg as
prov1ded by law; to grant to yout petitioner, and its successors and assigns, a location for such line
agreeably to the prowsmns of Chapter 166 of the General Laws and all acts m amendment thereof

Also for permlsston to. place and mamtam underground laterals manholes handholes, cables and ‘wires
in the above or intersecting public ways for the purpose of makmg connectlons w1th such pcles and
' bulldmgs as 1t may des1re for d1str1butmg purposes

Ttis suggested that the poles be located substantlally as shown ona plan ﬁled herew1th marked "Umtﬂ
‘ Proposed Pole Locauons in Fltchburg, Plan No 3451-L Dated 02/ 1 4/2020”

)

UNITIL FITCHBURG GA i) _AND ELECTRIC LIGHT COMPANY

Kelth Caribo' \ % 7‘
Manager Electnc T & D Operatlons m B
| W g
. , ' y N @
) . - P -~ e
- City of Fitchburg 12020 -
o T o = *g'
- Received and filed. oo
- _ @ X
. ._-CityClerk' : |

Public Hearing
Petition #64-20
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Coty of Fitebbry

Public Hearing
Petition #64-20

o o : Fdr'City,Clc??rk‘s Book PR L
L o - . (Copy of Order adopted Granting original Pole Location,
( _ A ' -, andCertificate of Notice and Hearing) ‘

| | City of Fitchburg
" INCITY.COUNCIL . - o
 ORDERED: That upon petition of Unitil, dated 02/14/2020 due nofice having been givenand a public

the transmission of electricity for lighting, and power, with the poles and other fixtures necessary to

* sustain and protect its wires, upon and along thie public ways in said City as follows:

VALLEY ST. - Appxﬁbxitndtely 1200” West of Canton St; - 2 i)rop'dsed new pole locations, as shown on
pole petition. See attachied sketch. (Plan No. 3451-L) - . N IR

And'to said Company, its éu_céessé’ré and assigns, is hereby granted‘ a location'for such line, tﬁe same
to be constructed and maintained in accordance with the Ordinances of said City and with the following |

'SPECIFICATIONS:

" The poles shall be located substantially as shown on a plan filed herewith marked "Unitil Proposed
Pole Locations in Fitchburg, Plan No. 3451-L, Dated 02/14/2020" hereby referred to and made a part of
- . this order. ‘ P '

. Also that permission be and her'eby, is granted_ to plaée and mamtam undergfound l'atérais, ménholes,-
~handholes, cables and wires in the above or intersecting public ways for the purpose of making ’
. i connections with such poles and buildings as it may desire for distributing purposes.

. - . Thereby certify that the foregoing order was adopted after due notice and a public hearing as prescribed -
‘ - by Chapter 166 of the General Laws, namely, after a public hearing had been held by the City Council
oon___ 2020, written notice of the time and place of which had been mailed at lsast seven days
prior-thereto by me to all owners of real estate abutting upon the ways or parts of Ways upon, along or
. across which the lines are to be constructed under said order, said ownership having been determined by

the last preceding assessment for taxation. .-

. City Clerk

hearing held as provided by law, permission is hereby given said Company to construct and use a line for
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Public Hearing
‘Petition #64-20
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'Mr. Jim Dee, Representative for

Unitil was present on behalf of the petition.

The hearing“was,declared'open;‘

tion to fhe”petition.

No one spoke in favor or opposi

. Hearing closed.

-MQtion_to,approve the petitiOh was granted by roll call vote .of.

11 in favor and 0 opposed.

of 11 members.

Board consists

11 members present..

o ——— —— T - . - S . s S S S e S S S e e S G SRS R S S e S M S e e G e R S S GG G R S G S S S S S - —
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Petitions

~ PETITIONS

, The following Petition was_referred"to the Public Works
' | - Committee: '

101-20. . Councillor Paul Beauchemiﬁ;-to ihstall‘a berm at 88
' Newtonville Avenue, to mitigate water damage.

The following Petition was ‘amended to replace “poles 12 to 26”
with “poles 15 to 26” and referred to the Public Works Committee
as amended: ' . ' ’ c

102-20. Councillor Paﬁl Beauchemin, to request Unitil to apply
‘ ' new ashphalt around poles 12 to 26 on Franklin Road up
to ‘0ak Hill Road.

The meeting adjourned at 7:34 P.M;
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